A new pyridine, 2-(4-hydroxypyridin-3-yl)-acetic acid (1), along with five known alkaloids, cinnaretamine (2), crykonisine (3), corydaldine (4), glaziovine (5) and zenkerine (6), were isolated from the roots of Cinnamomum philippinense (Lauraceae). Their structures were characterized and identified by spectral analysis.
2-(4-Hydroxypyridin-3-yl)-acetic acid (1) was obtained as a white amorphous powder and its molecular formula was deduced as C 7 H 7 NO 3 by HRESIMS (m/z 177.0401 [M + Na + H] + ; calc. 177.0402). The UV spectrum of 1 showed intense absorption bands at 220, 265 and 280 nm, which were typical of a pyridine skeleton [4] . The IR spectrum of 1 exhibited absorption bands at λ 3100 and 1660 cm -1 , indicating hydroxyl and carbonyl groups, respectively. The structure was confirmed from the 1 H NMR spectrum, which contained signals at  6.38 (1H, d, J = 6.0 Hz, H-5), 7.78 (1H, d, J = 6.0 Hz, H-6) and 7.87 (1H, s, H-2) on the pyridine ring, and  3.34 (2H, s, H-2). The 13 C NMR and DEPT experiments for 1 showed seven resonance lines consisting of one methylene, three methines, and three quaternary carbons (including a carbonyl signal at  172.2). The structure of 1 was also confirmed by 2D NMR experiments. A COSY correlation was observed between H-5 and H-6 (Figure 1 ). The HETCOR experiment showed that the carbon signals at  116.5 for C-5, 154.4 for C-2, 156.0 for C-6 and 30.9 for C-2 were correlated to the proton signals at  6.38 for H-5,  7.87 for H-2,  7.78 for H-6 and  3.34 for H-2, respectively. The NOESY correlations between H-5 and H-6 and between H-2 and H-2 established the connective sites as shown in structure 1 ( Figure 1 ). Thus, 1 is a new pyridine alkaloid, which was further confirmed by HMBC experiment (Figure 1 
Extraction and isolation:
The air-dried roots of C. philippinense (3.7 kg) were extracted with MeOH (5 L x 6) at room temperature. A MeOH extract (54.3 g) was obtained by concentration under reduced pressure. The MeOH extract, suspended in H 2 O (1 L), was partitioned with CHCl 3 (2 L x 5) to give fractions soluble in CHCl 3 (34.4 g) and H 2 O (8.8 g). The CHCl 3 -soluble fraction (34.4 g) was chromatographed over silica gel (950 g, 70-230 mesh) using nhexane-EtOAc-MeOH as eluent to produce 6 further fractions. Part of fraction 6 (6.23 g) was subjected to silica gel CC, eluting with CH 2 Cl 2 -MeOH (40:1) and enriched gradually with MeOH, to obtain 5 fractions (6-1-6-5). Fraction 6-1 (0.33 g) was further separated by silica gel CC using the same solvent system and purified by preparative TLC to yield cinnaretamine (2) (4 mg). Fraction 6-2 (0.42 g) was further separated by silica gel CC, and purified by preparative TLC (CH 2 Cl 2 -MeOH, 30:1) to gave crykonisine (3) (12 mg) and corydaldine (4) (17 mg), respectively. Fraction 6-3 (0.29 g) was further separated by silica gel CC using the same solvent system and purified by preparative TLC (CH 2 Cl 2 -MeOH, 50:1) to yield 2-(4-hydroxypyridin-3-yl)-acetic acid (1) (6 mg). Fraction 6-4 (0.52 g) was further separated by silica gel CC, and purified by preparative TLC (CH 2 Cl 2 -MeOH, 20:1) to give glaziovine (5) (5 mg) and zenkerine (6) (4 mg), respectively. 
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